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Campaign started in 2014 by National Network for Arab American 
Communities (NNAAC), a project of ACCESS

Out of 4 cities nationwide: Detroit, Chicago, New York and San Francisco

Grassroots campaign focused on localized efforts and events to combat 
the growing discrimination against Arab Americans, Muslim Americans 
and stands against hate of all forms



Immigrant Population in Michigan 

❏ Michigan’s foreign born residents have 
increased 24.5 %, native born residents 
decreased 1.5%

❏ Home to largest Arab American 
community (included in Asia)

❏ 50% of undocumented immigrants are 
from Mexico, 34% from Asian countries

❏ 40% have a bachelor’s degree 
compared to the 27% statewide average



Discriminatory Practices in Michigan

❏ Feb. 2018 all of Michigan is now an 
ICE Border Zone

❏ Federal Agents are becoming more 
aggressive: arrests and deportations 
are on the rise

❏ 300 Chaldean Iraqis arrested in SE 
Michigan in 2017, still being held

❏ Arrests have been made at 
courthouses, local businesses and 
at places of work



Hate Crime on the Rise in Michigan
❏ Hate Crimes have gone up almost 30% in Michigan in 2016, far higher than 

the national average of 4.6%
❏ Michigan has the 4th highest rate of hate crimes in the U.S.

❏ Michigan has the highest school bullying rate in U.S.: 25% of students

❏ Most still think many hate crimes go unreported, 88% of police 

municipalities reported no hate crime incidents in an entire year

❏ 42% of Muslims in the U.S. reported being bullied in school because of their 

religion and 38% expressed fear for themselves and their families because 

of white supremacist groups



Hate Crimes

❏ African Americans are 
largest victims nationally 
making up just over half of 
targets of racial hate crimes

❏ Hate Crimes against Arab 
Americans and Muslim 
Americans are at an all time 
high

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2017/12/10/hate-crimes-michigan/886779001/



Racial Profiling and Surveillance

❏ January 2018 ACLU requested that Michigan State Police do an agency 
wide review of their traffic stops
❏ Report shows that people of color are pulled over at disproportionate 

rates
❏ In some instances 50-75% of traffic stops were people of color and 

often with no apparent violation

❏ Black males account for 22% of those killed by police nationally in 2017 
even though they comprise only 6% of the population

Source: Detroit Free Press



Examples of Police Violence

❏ In 2015 Aura Rosser was shot and killed by Ann Arbor police after a 

domestic disturbance call 

❏ In 2015 Kevin Matthews who suffers from schizophrenia was shot by a 

Dearborn police officer in Detroit, he was unarmed

❏ According to the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, every 28 hours a Black 

person is killed by police officers, security guards, or self-appointed 

vigilantes



Basics of Lobbying and Advocacy

❏ Introduce yourself, your role and where you are from
❏ Be Specific and know the facts
❏ Make it Personal
❏ Know who you are speaking with and their stance
❏ Anticipate counter questions and prepare responses
❏ Leave them with:

❏ An Ask
❏ Materials to support your position



Developing Your Narrative

❏ Why do I care about this issue?
❏ How does this issue affect my life or the lives of 

people I know?
❏ Do you have a personal story you want to share 

and/or examples you can give
❏ What are you asking them to do?



Advocacy: The “Self, Us, Now” Arc 

What urgent challenge are you 
calling on us to face?

How has this challenge affected 
our community?
 
What vision could we achieve if we 
act? 

What action are you calling upon 
us to take?



Our Asks of Michigan Legislators

❏ Support bills and resolution that foster a culture of inclusiveness and 

actively fight against continuing discrimination

❏ Support the Civil Rights Expansion Package introduced by House Democrats 

in June 2017

❏  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKdiAPkmrok



Time to Practice!

❏ Pick an Issue and spend a few minutes preparing using the Narrative 

Template worksheet

❏ Your partner will play the role of a specific legislator and will come up with a 

couple questions in response

❏ Practice counter arguments

❏ Reverse roles with either a new issue or a different legislator!


